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One thing the team at The Win ery of Good Hope could never feel is under-appre ci -
ated. The yearly news digest from guid ing spirit Alex Dale is a paean of praise for
the staff. ’Amaz ing ded i ca tion… beyond the call of duty atti tude from day one’ he
reserves for the win ery’s many out-of-doors toil ers whose con tri bu tion is acknowl -
edged via the award-win ning Land of Hope Edu ca tional Trust, funded through the
epon y mous wines and chaired by this guide's founder, John Plat ter. Look ing
beyond human cap i tal, infra struc ture news focuses on the new qual ity-driven
ware hous ing and bot tling facil ity, com ple ment ing the recently built under ground
bar rel cel lar. Next up is a multi-pur pose vis i tors’ cen tre, sig nal ling a new domes tic
focus fronted by in-house sommelier Mia Martensson and backed by new local
distribution arrangements.

Radford Dale range

µ Free dom Pinot Noir Š  Unfil tered satin-tex tured 08 fresh, allur ing & expres sive; richly tex tured
fruit, minerality & sup ple savoury tan nins from 10 mths Burg brls. WO Elgin.

³ Shi raz Š  06 (not retasted) espresso, black plums, ground pep per cap tured within silky, juicy struc -
ture, ensured drink ing plea sure. Unfined/fil tered. 14 mths mostly Fr, 40% new.

µ Grav ity  Shi raz (50%), cab & mer lot drip-drained to large vats for gutsy 06, giv ing dense fruit-
packed wine, sup ple, pol ished tan nins. 15% alc in keep ing with big, brood ing style; too young to broach now,
despite suave ness. Per fumed 05 (»).

³ Shi raz-Viognier Š  Tasted last yr, co-ferm, har mo ni ous 06 had smoky dark tones of full-ripe fruit;
viog added aro matic intrigue. Smooth-tex tured from care ful oaking.

³ Shi raz-Mer lot  Last ed ten ta tively rated brl sam ple 06 offered scrub, brambleberries & pep per, &
firm tan nins. Well con structed, great poten tial.

µ Char don nay ¤ Š  'Fo cused on back bone, not but ter' says Alex D of classy brl-ferm 08. Intense
cit rus, peach fla vours with lime edge drawn by min eral back bone & shot through with fine, savoury acid ity.

³ Viognier Š  Dis tinc tive 08 achieves aimed-for tighter, leaner Condrieu style with styl ish lees com -
plex ity & minerality driv ing exotic spices & dried peaches. Strik ing 07 (µ) also Rhône yeasts & Burg brls.

µ Nat u ral Sweet Viognier Š  Pvsly tasted 07 assaulted the senses with pine ap ple & lav en der
aro mas, mouthcoating rich ness, satin tex ture & ultra-long finish.

Mer lot  Await next. 

Land of Hope range Â

µ Caber net Sau vi gnon ¤  Ele gant Bdx-inspired 07 clas sic, beau ti fully com plex with min eral core;
expres sive black currant fla vours restrained by herbal edge & judi cious oak (16 mths Fr). Per fect, refresh ing food
wine ex Helderberg vines. Pro ceeds from these to ed trust for staff children.

³ Che nin Blanc Š  Won der ful minerality & rich ness in expres sive 08; fine, vibrant acid ity in har mony 
with sump tu ous baked apple fruit, driv ing fla vour some fin ish. Mainly old Helderberg bushvines.

Black Rock range

µ Red Blend ¤  Remark ably tex tured, strik ingly indi vid ual & com plex 07 from shi raz-led blend
Rhône vari et ies. Fresh roasted spice & scrub, dis tinc tive minerality out lin ing abun dant, rich & savoury blue berry
fruit. 35% new oak. WO Swartland, like next.

³ White Blend Š  Dis tinc tive, com plex 08 blend spicy old bushvine che nin (56%), chard, clairette.
Com plex oak regime adds weight, sup ports rich fla vours & con trib utes to seam less inte gra tion & balance.

Vinum range

³ Caber net Sau vi gnon Š  Tasted last yr, com plex yet acces si ble 06 had creamy red fruit, inte grated
15 mths oak. Svelte lines, white pep per, dried herb notes.
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³ Che nin Blanc ¤ Š  Beau ti fully bal anced, lithe 08, con fi dently styled & pure; softly spicy apples,
pears & cit rus peel embraced & tex tured by small oak ferm por tion & fine minerality.

The Winery of Good Hope range

Char don nay Ð Š  ¯ Unoaked 09 delights with notes of nou gat & Golden Deli cious apple bal anced
by zesty acid ity. 

Pinot Noir Š ² Expres sive cherry fruit & clas sic aro matic earth i ness on 08; touch rus tic ity in min eral fin ish. 
Mostly older oak. Elgin, Stbosch vines. Pinotage Š  Await new vtge. Shi raz ¤ Š ² Fresh Rhône-style
08, prosciutto, scrub aro mas & nicely firm acid, grippy tan nin sup port ing ripe dark berry fruit. The Beau ti ful
Game Shi raz Â ¤ Š ² Envel op ing dark plum suc cu lence of 08 makes friendly, pop u lar & con fi dent
style; 86% shi raz, 3 Rhône vari et ies add ing flair. WO Coastal. Caber net Sau vi gnon-Mer lot Â ¤ Š ²
Unwooded 08 expres sive, fleshy berry fruit; spicy, grippy tan nins & well-mea sured acid ity give struc ture & seri -
ous ness. Gran ite Ridge Reserve  New btlng unready. Che nin Blanc ¤ Š ² Peach & pear 09, full of fla -
vour & verve, fruit i ness soft ens vari ety’s fresh grape fruit acid ity. Per fect ver sa tile, every day wine. Che nin Blanc-
Char don nay-Viognier ¤ Š ² Rich, dry 08 oaked blend; plenty stone fruit fla vour in pleas ingly drink able
style, restrained min eral aftertaste. Swartland WO.  — IM
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